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Ince there are ſo many Faiths in the World, 
LJ) and perplext Controverſies about them ; 
ad that it greatly behoveth every May, it 
p Conrend for, then firſt ro Know the True 
ab that overcometh the World ; it may 
ot be unneceflary to ſay ſomething of the 
meral Rule of Faith and Life, and fudge of 
mtroverſie, at this time. And indeed | am 
reſt from this weighty Conſideration, tha 
Men periſh for want of it, and can no more ' 
arrive at Truth without it, than the diſtrefled 
Marrines can gain his Port who Sails with- 
out either Star og Compaſs. | 

I ſhall begin with au Explanation of the | 
Terms, Rule, and Faith, of which we ſhall 
firſt treat, that we may as well expreſs whay 
we intend by the one, as what we mean by ; 
the other, which will be a proper Introdutti- , 
on to the whole Diſcourſe. 

By General Rule, &c. we underſtand, that 
Conſtant Meaſure or Standard, by which Men in 
all Ages OS been enabled to Fudge of the Truth 
« Error of Dotirines, and the Quos or Evi! of 
Thoughts, Words and Fn 
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By Faith \w$ underſtand an 4Aſent of t 

Mind, in ſuch jnanner to the Diſcoveries 

© of God thereto, as to reſign up to God, and bay 
- De upon bim, as the Great Creator 
Saviour, of bis People ; which is inſeparat 
from good Works. 

That Men, in all Ages, have had' a Bd 
of God, and ſome Knowledge of him, th 
not upon equal Diſcovery, muſt be gran 
from that account that all Story gives of N 
kind in matters of Religion ; ſeveral ha 
fully performed this: Of old, Fuſtin Me 
Clemens Alexandrinas, Auguſtine, and othen 
of latter times, Du Pleſf Grotins, Amir 
L. Herbert, and above all Dr. Cudwerth : 
indeed the relicks we have of the moſt 
cient Hiſtorians and Authors, are a Deme 
tration in the Point. Now the Scripture 
rells us, that no Man knows the Father but 
the Son, and he ro whom the Son reve; 

.2; him: And as none knows the things of Ma 
fave the Spirit of Man ; fo the things of Gol 
knows no Man, but the Spirir of God 
Hence we may fafely conclude, that the 
Creating Word that was with Ged, and ws 
God, in whom was Life, and rhar Life the 
Light of Men, and who is the Quickning $pi 
rit, was He, by whom God in all Ages hath 
revealed Himſelf; conſequently, that Light 
Spirit muſt have been the Genera! Rule of Mer 
Knowledge, Faith and Obedience, wigh e- 
Ipe& ro God. And thus much Pytbager 
liv'd about SK Hundred Yeats bctore the 
Words were ſpoke & it, laid down for 
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of Faith and Pradtice, 
Maxim, viz. That i can know what 
is agreeable tq God, except « Man bear God 
1; muſt be within ; for that 
was hi . hich the Apoltle 
and Prophet ®us 1, In that what» 
” s manifeſt s Light. 2. That what- £Ph-5-1 
obs be known of God was made manifeſt Rom-1- 


0 this for God (who is Light, r Jobs 1. 5.) 
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ſhews it unto them : , And, God bath (bewn . _ 
unto thee, O Man, whatits good, and 1hat Ged —_ 


requireth of thes, &c, which could not be with- 

out the Light of his Son ſhines in Man's Con- 
ſcience ; the Light of Chriſt in the 
Conſcience muſt needs have been the Gener! 

Rule, &c. It was by this Law that Encch, Nob, 
Arabi, Melchizedeck, Abimilech, Fob, Fe- 

thro, &c. walked and were accepted, as faih , _ , 
heneus and Tertullian ; They were Fuſt by the 1>. T 
Low written in their Hearts : Then was it their _—_ 
Rule to, and in that juſt Stare. 


Ob. It ſeems then you deny the Scripture to be 
the General Rule, (KC. 


Anſw. How can they be the General Rule, 2uaker 
that have not been General ? That which was *,*% 
both before, and fince they were in being, chrifian 
muſt needs be More Generel than they : Bur Þ: 5+ 
that was this Light in the Conſcience, the 7. Fs vi 
Law and Guide of thoſe Patrierchs ( for the þ:5779 
or ay began long after, in the time of Rail. 

es ) conſequently that muſt be the Gene- * 
ral Rule, &c. 


A 2 . Obj. 
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Of rhe e General Rule 


Obj. But granting that the Light witt 


were ſo before Seri Was "ct anc, yet (inc 
the Writings of pre: the Scripra 
and not the Light, h the General Rule. 


Anſw. That cannot be, unleſs Palefia#t 
Canaan, a little Province of Afia, Was the 
whole World, and that rhe Jews, a pa 
People, were All Mankind. For at what 
thoſe Writings were among the Jews, othe 
Nations were only left ro the Law and ei 
within; this the Apoſtle confirmeth in th 
. Paſſage, For the Gentiles, which have me t 
Law (that is, the outward Law, or writ 
ren upon Stone) do by Natyre the s ca 
tained in the Law, which ſbeweth the Wark « 
the Law written in their Hearts. And the Ges 
tiles themſelves called it, the Immutable 
the Everlaſting Foundation of Vertue; no Li 
Precepts, but Immortal ; a Sacred Good, God the 
Oveyſeer ; the Living Rule, the Root { 
Soul ; that which makes the Good 
Thus Thales,/Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Platin, 
Hieron, Philo, Plutarch, as Cited. And faith 
Sophocles, God grant \that 1 may always obſerce 
that wenerable Santlity in my Words and Deed 
evbich theſe Noble Precepts (writ in Man's Hean) 
require : God is their Father, neither ſhall hs 
ever be Abregated ; for there w in them a 
God that never waxeth Old. More reverent 
Epitheres than our Oppoſers can afford, # 
their Books bur roo openly witneſs; yet 
would go for Chriftian-Men, tho' 

. fore Heathens, | 


of Faith and Prafiice. 
us is it evident that the Scripture was 
the General Rule, after it was given forth. 


by But hath it mot been fance, and is it not 
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General Rule, &c? 


w. There hath been fince, and is now 
Impediment ; for before Chriſt's 
ing in" the Fleſh and fince, wher&the 
xures never reach'd, there hath been the 
Light : And though Nations, by not 
God, when they have 
mn bio, hl bcen given up to all man- 
- Impteries, inſomuch as their Under- 
py "4" been ly vail'd; yet did 
gbe within Þ en titely We i Ro- 
+ e among them, as that they lived 
out any Senſe of ſuch a thing : Therefore 
the Scriptures have not been, neither are 
General Rule ; no not ſo much as of any 
; fince in no Age can it be prov'd thac 
whole, or greateſt yart of the World 
them. Bur had they been fo for ſome 
or two Ages, as they never were ; yet 
granting it will not reach our Que 
re the Word General \gnplicth the Na- 
; the Thing it ſelf, reſpeting Man- 
d from pang 6 g of the World ro 
Day, and 1o to the 


Dby. But « not the Scripture the Rule, &C. 
ur Day ? 


w. If The Rule, then Hh General Rule : 
whatſoever is The Rule of Faith and Life, 
- excludeth 
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excludeth all other from being Generg, 
being but particular in reſpeR of i 
Therefore not The, though A Rule of 
and Life. 

But beſides their not being General, 
ſeveral Reaſons to offer, why they & 
The Rule of Faith and Life, &«. 

:..1f now the Rule, then ever the 
Burthey were not ever the Rule; and 


0 fore they canne 
uſtin Martyr Gith, "That be the Rule. 


Naa- 


of Tyre, 
, and the C 


the Rule but of 

- Nature. In ſhort 

vue os ſaith, = y Ancet 

Law of Nature and of Di- F42j 

Keipline is one. And Moſes _ . ore they 

ſeems to call = 7 co co. Or wrote Script 
wvenant : For he, had faid be- | 
ps they had a R 


fore hey Tar 
God, _— uce ; for 
Fair is, there 
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is, ſuch muſt the 
be: But the Faith 
before, Imward 
Spiritual ; there- 
Rule muſt be 

rd and Spiritual, 


th no Meer Book {rue Religion, or Philoſophy, 
be 2 he calls it, 


If the Scriptures were the General Rule, 
muſt _have always been a Perfe# Rule, 
imce they were a Rule : But this is 
offidle, ſmce they were many Hundred Tears 
Friting, and are now Imperfe alſo as 
7 ; How then are they the Perfe# 
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"of Faith and Pratfice, 


That they were ndt the Perfe# R 
fore they were written muſt be g 
and that they were many Hundrec 
writing muſt alſo be allowed ; and tha 
are Imperfe&t now,.as to Number, I ptr 

| Firſt, Enoch's PiOphecy is. mentions 
Fude, bQnot extant in the Bible: The 
of the Wars of the Lord, Numb. 2. 1, 
Book of Faſber, Joſh. 10. 13. 2 Sam. 
The Book of Nathan, 2 Chron. g. 2z. 
Book of Shemaiab, 2 Chron. 12. 1g. 
Book of Febs; The Epiſtleiof the 
Paul to the Leodiceans, Collol. 4. 16. 
ſeveral others mentioned in the Scri 
not DO GIA. - And _ Lake 

took in to relate from Eye 
the things moſt ſurely Sanyo " 

Now *tis taken for granted that 
wrote many Years after Luke: Some 
Lake wrote before Mark : However, 
thew and Mark were not many, and 
day -we ſee no more than thoſe Fouri 
Bibles ; and therefore many ſuch We 
are loſt : And it loſt, then the Scripr 
aforeſaid, nor Perfe& ; and if Imperted, 
can they be the Rule of Faith, fince the 
of Faith muſt be PerfeR ? 

3- My Third Reaſon is this, The $ 
tures, however Uſeful ro |Edifiearion 
Comfort, ſeem not in their own Natur 
Frame to have been compil'd and deli 
as the General Rule, and Intire Body . 
bur rather written upon particular Occ 
and Emergencies. The DoRrines are 


comparing 
ighing Places coherent ; where to allude 
ic, and not wrong the Senſe, is Differ 
nd requires a Clear and {certain Diſcernin 
i ing the Chmours 


fallibility. Now from all this, with abun- 
ance more that might be ſaid, plain it is 
tat the Scriptures are not-plain, bur ro the 
ritual Man : Thus Peter faid of Paz/'s Wri- 


: that in wv things they were hard to be 
erftood : fore not fuch a Rule which 


jught to be Plain, Proper and Intelligis 


4. Again, the Scripture cannot be the Reals 
ft Faich, becauſe it | — give Faith ;-for 
aith is the Gift God which cvercomes the Eph. 2. & 
erld: Neither of Practice, becauſe it can- 1Jobn$ 
; —_— of ir ſelf in all Caſes what 
ght co be praftiſed and what not ; ſince 
contains as well what ought not to be 
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This Was he Caſe of Chrif's 1 cipk 
whohel in the Old? 


erpetsity ie "ſaid 
them, De a the ſoy ther ft in Mex" | 


more reaſonably than 
a Plea now 

ſhips. Whar then gui | 
claring void and t rf 
For Inſtance, God gave Circumciſion as 


" Sign for ever: And Paul tells the 


t if they be circumciſed, art of wr; " 
them nothing : Was not this the of 
that leads into all-Trath, that the Ax 
made the Judge and Rule of their Doft 
and Prattices? So ſaid Fame: and the 
ſcmbly of the Apoſtles, when they told 


3. Believers, It ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt 


 thrir Aﬀertion, for the Scriptures no 1 


to us, &Cc. 
5. Theſe very Men that fay it « the 
of Faith and Life, diviate in their Proof f 


ſay ſo of themſelves. Here they 
Meanings and Interpretations: The Us 
ſtion arifes not abour the Truth wht 
Text, for that is agreed on all þ 

but the Expoſition of it : If then I yield 
that Man, do 1 bow to the Letter of 
Texr, or to his Int tion? "If che 
rer, as manifeſtly I is the Script 

that Man's Senſe of it my Rule ? Ng 

Perſon ſo iocerpreciggnakes not che $6 
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»-- his Conceptions h others ; then 
Mine it mat needs be, I confenting there- 
6. 11 be aſſured that theſe Scri 

dk God ? I am bound to oy 

all chings : 1f all things, then Them amongſt 
he reſt. I would fain know what I muſt 
ry them with ? with the Scriptures ? Then 
the Scriptures muſt be the Rule of my Ex- 
nination, and Faith concerning themſelves, 
uch is improper: If wich the Spirit thar 
gave chem forth, which ſearcheth the deep 
things of God (a meaſure of which is giveri 

o me to pr withal ) Then is it moſt 
ongruous to call the Spirir, by wap of 
Excellency , and not the Scripturesg The 
Rule 


7. If the Scriptures are the Rule, they 
muſt be ſo in the Original, or Copies : It in 
the Original, that is not extant, and fo there 
would be no Rule in being ; for the laſt of 
it that was extant, was the Evangeliſt Fobz's 
Hiſtory at Epbeſas, not feen almoſt theſe 
thouſand Years: If the Copies mult he 
Rale, it were to be wiſhed we knew which 
were igheſt ro the Original, there being 
above 7 in Number : This is andgg 
mined, and for ought we fee IndetermM- 
ble. And that which further-confirms what 
Iay, is the m_ of Readings which we _ 

thoſe Copies, amountigg to /evers 
a” ha: 


I{end:;; And of Copies how 
4% F *:* | Gn 
® > > i _£ 
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not differing) from the true Senſe of 
Copics in many thi and 
ther ? Beſides, I would fain'know of that 
of our preſent Age, who thus contend ig 
the Scriptures — = General $ 
in Oppoſition to #8 pirit, upon W 
rin, er them into this Place and {/ 
thority : Is it by Tradition, Or Revelation 
I mean, the Internal Teftimony of the Spirit 
or the External Award and Det '7 
Men : If the former, they muſt unavoidat 
come over to us; for then the Spirit 
and muſt be both Rule and e: If 
Latcer, I ask, how are they aſſure{sthat the 
are not miſerably Abuſcd by Carele/neſs 
Deſign ; ſince we ſee, that uſing utmoſt Di 
genge, both Tranſlation, Tranſcription and Pri 
ing; are ſubj<&t co numerous Miſtakes, 
thoſe ſumetimes very materigh againſt whit 
the Scriprure of it {elf can be no Fence ? 
But admit there were no Ground for ; 
ſuch ObjeCtion, I further demand of « 
Adverſarics, if they are well aſſured of the 
Men that Firſt Colle&ed, Embodied andd 
ca them Autbentick by a Publick Cans 
.W we read was in the Cound; 
cea, held 360 Years atter Chriſt, 
as they are now received : Du whic 
rifle They had been tofſed and rumt 
through many Hands, and of many Ju 
ments and Opinions. Some were receive 
and fome rej , and doubtlcfs many. Tha 


ſands of tina&s gxanicriligd ; and it ine 
F — adhd <- _ 
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of Faith and Praftice. 
robable that they were alſo abuſed. If they 
in their Judgment here, they are gone 
j _ Oy to us. I fay, how do they 
| theſe Men rightly diſcerned true 
| rious ? Eicher their Judgment was 
infallible in the Matrrer, or it was not: If 
were, then there was ſuch a thing as Infal- 
bility fince the Apoſtles Days, which is a 
,ntradiction to ſelves. Bur be it fo 
har chey were i z how came you to 
be aſſured they were fo ? Not by Inſpiration ; 
or that - is dangerous DoQtrine with you : 
Which way was it then ? Not, by Tradition. 
Was & by the Scripture ? That Were to ſay 
l Scripture tells you that thoſe Men 
h ic for true, were Right in their 
udgment : But we are yet to find any ſuch 
place, and if it were fo, that would bur 
deg the Queſtion. I cannot fee any other 
round, beſides your very great Indulgence 
o their Choice, which you call Popery, and 
believing as the Church believes, in Other Folks. 
but if theſe Men hw 4 as your Opi- . 
won makes them, their own Detcr- 
ninations prove them, w hen? Doubr- 
ls your Condirion® will be very uncer- 


_ 


Now, fure it is thar ſome of the Scriptures 
aken in by one Council for Canonical, were 
rejected by Another as Apecryphal ; and that 
waich was left out by the Former for Aps- 
mipbal,” was taken in by the Latter for Cano- 

«, Now viſible it is that they contra- + 
icted - each other, and as true that they 
| B 3 | both 
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p—_ he preſent 

For your Canon Catalogue * ry 
theirs, and, let me ſay withour Olfemee; ft 
any Catalogue you can produce. | 
Labyrinth of Incertainties you run your ich 
into, who go from that ' Heavenly Gift 


your ſelves, "by which Script 
truly Diſcerned, Reliſhed ang Diſtinguiſh 
from the Inventions agd Abuſes of Men!” 
8. Furthermore, W. the 7c 
the Rule of Faith and Life, &c, then bec 
they cannot be the Rule in their T7 
luppoſing the ancient Copies were ExaQ, 
cannot be*the Rule to far the 
of Mankind ; indeed tg none but Le 
Men : Which neither anfwers the Pre 
relating to Goſpel-times, which is univer{h 
nor the Neceflity of all Mankind for a F 
Faith and Life. | 
9. That the Scriptures are not the Ruk 
of Faith and Life, is proved from: thoſe 
luminous Diſcourſes of Caſe: of Conſci 
thar are exrant among us : For had the Se 
—_— ient as the Nature of the 
ule of Faith ite. Requireth, there hal 
been no need of ſuth Trafts: Every M 
might have read his own Condizjon ki 
down in Scripture without thoſe mamerow 
Supplements. 'Doth not your own Lay 
guage and Praftice prove its Inſuſiciencyn 
chat End, at what time you both exhort i 
and go infecrer to.ſeck the Mind of the Lord 
in this or that important Aﬀeair? Why 
not you turn to cr and Verſe for | 
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Strange | That 

NE of all 
ich i im 

media 


Rule 
and not 2 few 0OC- anver 


crrng almoſt daily, in which che Scripture 472. 
cannot be our and diſtini# Rule and Guide : wo at % 
Yet has not left himſelf without @ Wit- 72%, * 
neſs in a th Boſom ; for bis Grace that brings 
Salvation has appeared unto all Men, teaching py 
them that bebievr in it, to deny Ungodlineſs ang ,, , 


worldly Lufts, and to live (oberly, Tightemſh and 
godly in thu prefine World. And Chriſt Jeſus 
the Eternal Watd has for that End lighted 
every/Man coming into the Wold (wiz.) io 
Diſcover, Reprove, and InſtruQ abour Fairh 
and Praftice. But it may be,and is objeted 
by ſome 5 


Obj. If this Law and Light in the Con- 
ſcience had been enough, what need bad there 
been of Scripture e 


Anſw. The ſame Argument will hold a- 
gainſt God, Chriſt, bis Spiric Grace, 
all which are {uffigicnt, notwirhſtandin ths 
rs and Benefit of Scripture. The 


this; Man's Mind bcing eſtranged from- he 
B 4 Light 


od 4. * A... 
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\+Of the Genera! Rule 


Light and Spirir, through its wandrink 

Vitble nd per obs up And ins 

TR ud were quenced, 

'd, God in peculiar Mercy 
according to his Covenant with 

faithful AFabew, ſuperadded, or Repeatd 

[OLI III the Law inward, | 
it 


Declaration ly. that both God 
might not be without an Frward Wi . 
2s well as an inward ( they having ſo muc 
loſt the Feeling th ) And likewiſe mar 
deeply to ſtrike their Minds, by their Senk 
(into which their Minds were gone ) 

ro meet them abroad, where they we 
ving,: and wandering from the Law, and Lk 
within. 

As it is great Vanity and Weakneſs 
infer Inſufficiency to the Light from the 1 
cility and Darkneſs that are M Men, 6; 
ſo 18 it from God's ſuperaddin 
and other external Aſſiſtances to Men in tha 
Stare. Since their Blindneſs is occaſianed 
through their Rebellion co the Law and 
Light within. What ! would ſuch have God, 
his Light and Spirit a ro, and converſe 
with Peoples outward Senſcs ? That can't 
be: The one is roo Spirirual, the other too 
Carnal for any ſuch thing. Or are they In- 
ſufficieng, becauſe They converſe with Men 
through theſe exteriour things; ſuited to that 
weak Stare 2 Or tell me if the eonfiderableſ 
part of Scripture be any more than the de« 
Clared Knowledge and Experience of ſuch 

« 


of Fark and Proffice, 


aching) of tha and w 
Teachi — / 
þ is therefore given » that others 
ing behind, be ſtirred up and 
more with to follow them, as 
y had followed the Lord in the Light of 
Spirit ? Cerrainly it can never be thar 
ptare ſhould impeach the Light of Inſuf- 
ncy, when that 2 5590 rm is pie 
xd and Teachings e Divine Light in 
rs, declared or recorded. Does the De- 

jon jarr or make weak rhat from whence 

ie 2 Or becauſe of God's Condeſcen. 
1 for a time to External Mediums, ſhall 

tern the Light and our of rhe OF- 
ofRule and Judge ? Or is to lay dows In- 
ted Religion, as ſome ignorantly talk, 
xeſs after thar which was before, and 
s thoſe remporary things ? The Law out- 
das a Rule, was but as Moſes till the Son 
. The abideth not in the Houſe for 
rs, The ten Law held irs place bane 


the inward riſe in wore Glory and Bright- 
5; Or mg People became more ca- 


ble of bein turned to it, and living with 
din it ? Iw thoſe Days, {aid the Lord, I wil 
ite my Law in their Heart, &c. They who 
y otherwiſe of Scripture, do pervert and 
it ; for there is nothing more clearly 

d down in it, from _—— ro End,than 
Rule and Reign of the "Spirit. My King- 
laid Chriſt, « not of this World. Again, 

e Kingdom of God is within : I will write my 
W © their Hearts, and place my Fear in therr 
| inward 
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John 12. 
36. 


pet Pak = y 5 
Fleſb. <2 58 
| bath appeared to «ll Men, teaching, 


nk fo Poe aven and 
to M br th 'was & Rule to t Kjemsg } 
not the Law deliver'd by | 
bs Apoltles, be the al to ” ch 


Anſw. Chriſt lefr nothing in writ 
the Rule of Faith and. Praftice that 
of; and it is not to be thought that 
Leſs faithful i Houſe than Moſes 
doubtleſs, had he intcnded the Rules 
Followers to _ been a written 
would have left ic upon Record withal 


Y. 


ualicy, 7b muſt be believed, and That 

on Pain of Eternal Death. Nor did his 
lowers write in the Method Rule, | 
Law was written; nor di y So al 
recommend what they War. n 


Bur this leads me to my Eighth Refi, 
why the Scriptures cannot be the Rule wiil,; 
the New Covenant, &c. For admitting 
Law written by Moſes were The Ruk ( 
Rule 1 grant it was) to theJew c 
yet Chriſt, the Spiritual Leader of a (pirit 
Iiradl, writeth his ſpiricwa! Law in the He 
as Moſes, the Outward Fed Iract's Leader 
the Law upon Tables of Stone. This 1 
God's Pronulc, and the Priviledge and 


Heb. 7. 244. - 
35, 26, 37s - 


2 
Law of Life: And This his Rule, even 
who is the Ruler of- his People Ifſracl, 
 reignerh. in and of the '*-9- 67+ 
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my Fear in their inward Parts. They Heb. $8. 10, 
be all taught of me; and in Righteouſneſs "3d 
they be iff abliſhed, The Tabernacle of God « 
th Man; He will dwell with them, I will 
ut my Spirit on all Fleſh. The Grace hath Joe 2. 28. 
red to all Men, teaching, GC. A wre _ SY 
the Spirit is gives to all Men to 
wares of the Almighty giveth Under- Lg: ; 
Whatſorver may be known of God « G .. 
4 within. Walk im the Spirit: If yet -y 
& in the Light, &C. Come let us walk inthe Rev. 21. 23, 
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es to _} ; for the Glory of Gd did light- 
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of; and it is not to be thought that he y 
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doubtleſs, had he intended the Rule 
Followers to = been a written k 


would have left it upon Record with Pw 


Ruality, 7h« muſt be belicvcd, and That 
on Pain of Eternal Death. Nor did his k 
lowers write in the Method Rule, as & 
Law was written; nor di y So call ( 


recommend what they writ. 
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why the Scriptures cannot be the Rule unde 


the New Covenant, &c. For admitting i 
Law written by Moſes were The Rule ( 
Rule I grant it was) to theJew c 

yet Chriſt, the Spiritual Leader of a ſpiri 
Iracl, writeth his /piricwa! Law in the Heer 
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the Law upon Tables of Stone. This ws 
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Obyj. But do you not turn the Scriptures 
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and as good as reject} and deny them altogether 4. 


7 


for we would have them receiv- 
x Spirit's Teſtimony and Evi- 
xz which gave them forth. And thou 

cannot them to be The Rule of . 

1b and under the ſation of 

"« Golpel, is Power and Life it ſelf; 

= arc they to be reverently Read, Believed 

Bfiled under the Goſpel For not- 

anding the Law written uponStone, was 

ot Paul's Rule, afrer the Son of God was 

aled in» him; yet the Son of God n_ 

Aſs 0 fulfil rhe Righteouſneſs declared by 

ue Law it be ro deny and reje& ( as 

une ha ioully ſaid of us) yea, to vi- 
UW: the e, uſe we cannot allow 
uo beThe Rule, &c. Paul then may be (aid - 

| deny, rejcR and vilific the writton Law, 

what time the Law of the Spirit of 
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Spirie which is The True Rule for believing Regul. 
Junderſtanding of the Scripture ; therefore ©9/Preb. 


iptare, but the Spirit of Truth muſt _ or 
for our believing and under- ?* 

ding - Thus held the Ancients. 
Tertulliew faith,  Werldly Wiſdom the Lord Tek de 
I Fooliſbmeſs, be barh choſen the feoliſh things "7" 
the World to the —_ Philoſophy ; = _—_— 
that is the Matter of Werldly Wiſdom, a di- 
me: Interpreter of the drvine Nature and Diſpe- 


Martyr in Expoſit. fid. 7he Del. Com 
the Scriptures is to be accommodated roſes of 
RR 


1 
the Dothring the Spiris ; and os 
| uy for drny of yet 89 


m TT 
, 4 


: «45 47 
Gboft, requireth an 
he Spirit ;; 
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7 Spirit by which they were writ. 
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xp ſtant, reacheth us, The Spirit is the Abe 
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ſtanding of the Scriptures, that t we 
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quoting iſt's words ) 
my Voice, and ſeveral other _ A T 
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' and Experience of the New Birth 3 

&y are never like 10 be irform- 

Nar can that Scripture be my 

Non that Heavenly Trayel,r g the 
any and we I Trials and Exerciſes 
hat are to be mer with in the way «© It: 


re Wien; ca a lead through the whole Ope- 
T ratior ' but the Same gion I Doctrinal 

tr Was EXPETICNCE ore written, 

r they had not bern truc Witneſſes who 

te It, 

oo Now that which was their Rule can only 

mide us Into the ſame Experiences ; nor are 

they ro be rightly known before experienced: 

bs my Will, and you ſhall know more of 11 my Jobn #1 

y od Che I read the Hiſtory of ©” 
h things ; fayes.not:* Neither can the 

ifory be into the Myſtery: 
Wf Th ir, thar { _ | Cot 2; 
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Obj. But 4: not this to make void the Pio. 


Rule of Faith and Pradiice? 


Scriptures are t 


Anſw, No fuch matter : For rhe Queſtion 
was not, Whether the Spirit of Chriſt orthe 
Scripture was the Rule; Bat, Whether the 
Scripture, Which is God's Tradition, or - 
Traditions were the Rule ro meaſure 
Truth od Dottrines _ RS 

rant nat particular prures, y Uun- 
Gerſtood, may meafure what is agreeable 
diſagrceable to them: That is, ſuch DK 
Arincs and Praftices as are contrary to tha 
part of Scripture, more particularly relating 
to our days, are queſtionable by rhe Scri 
ture ; eſpecially fince all Parties pretend that 
what they fay and do is according to Scrip 
ture : Yet this concludes nor the Scripruret 
be The General and Evangelical Rule. ©” 


Oby. But if God had not revealed thoſe thiw 
that are: in Scripture, by it to us, bow 
they bave been Rnown by us? 


Anfw. They were known by the Lig} 
and Spirit of Chriſt before they were wr 
ren ( for from being written hey os calle 
Scripture ) Therefore it is faid, Thar theProl - 
phers fearched diligemly what, and 
manner of Time the Spirit 'of Chriſt, t 
was in them, did fignific; when it reftide 
befoze hand of the Sutferings of Chriſt, Ne 
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are they ever the more reveal 10 the Bi 
and 22k Mind, becauſe they are wiitten. 
The Myſteries of Regeneration are as Puz/ing 
” Natural Wiz and Ty el we by. 
ore. ore well faid Epiphenivs, *Tnip 
' the Hol PT oe bh 
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Mens going to banimer our Prin- 
oples, without this Infallibe Guide. and 
Rule, hath . been the Catife of that grear 
Confuſion that is over Mankind about Re- 


ligion to this very day. 


Obj.. Bur bow elſe could you bave known 
thoſe Propheſies to be true, for that s no: mitter 
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of Witneſſing, bus Fore-3 ; 


Anſw. That is an extraordinary Revelatiop, 
not falling within the Ordinary Diſcoverics 
that are abſolutely neceſſary to Man's $al- 
rage, by which he ſhews his Power and 
Faithfulnefs, that he is God, and can fore- 
tell, and will bring to paſs : But chergfſore 


mult” there be an Extraordinary Light or 
$pirir, rather an Extraordinary Sight 
and One and the Same Light and 


Spirit in ? Beſides, That which gives 
me tO Believe and Savour it to be from the 
Spirit, and-not by Impoſture, is my Rule for 
believing it. Now that the Spirit fo doth, 
Cow and Bez,a, as before cyed, afferr 

for me; viz, * The Swe Spirit, tha ſpake by 
* the Mouth of the ts, terce-ints 
* or Hearts, to perſwade #3, that they Faith- 
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there 045 4p Adary and Eve, that 
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uffered Death c apain: 
not to Swear in caſes 8c Fo the Scvinnn 
bad nit 1al3 "you 


Anſw. That is boldly faid; But confider 
well : Moſe, ſays the vulgar Oplnion, had 
thar Account of the Creation, above Two 
Thouſand Years after it, by Revelation, which 
we find in Genefs, Now that there could 
be ng Revelation withour this Divine Ligh 
or Spirit, which is the Life of the Erernial, 
ating Word, muſt ne&ds be granred : 'For, faith 

. the, Apoſtle Paul tbe Spirit of Ged knowtt 
rheThings of God; and whatever. rakes mani 
feFis Lgbr : And that the Spiri and Li 
One, tho' Two Nathes, has be 
evidenced alrcady, 1f then jan 
of ogy arp C ay 
pat things tO Moſes, Ve that Proipes 
of furure things ro the Protects, no doubt 
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therefore it could not, is Unreaſonable. 
the Hiſtory of che TranfaRions of 

Ohrift arid, his Followers wanting, as be- 

fore Moſes 'was that of Adam and his Poſte- 

rity, and char the Lord faw it needful to 

acquaint Mankind cherewich, no doubr-bur 

the Light and-Qpirit which revealed the Ac- 

count of "the 'Cregtion, above Two Thou- 

fand Y , to Moſes, and fore-rold ſeve- 

nl Hundred"Years many of thoſe Trar{a&i- 

ons 6of Chrift by rhe Prophers, would atfo 

have ſupplied 'thar Want: 'Bur inaſmuch as 

ler WY an Accounts extant, and therefore not need- 

of Wd, char ObjeRtion is vain. 

ro Again "it does nor follow, becaufe every 

4 Wy Man has. a Meaſure of Light to Inform and 

i WH Rule him, that . therefore he muſt needs 

yy WY know all which that Light knows, or is 
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able co-Reveal ro him. I return that Argu- 
ment thus upon our' Adverſaries : They ſay 
they have the Spirit of God ; Then they knew 
al that the Spirit of God knows, or can reveal 
to them: If the latter be abſurd, then the 
former. Again fay they, The Light within 
- yr ry to the Gentiles, and that 
if | s Virgin, &C. therefore 
Inſufficient : 1 return Ad them thus ; The 
Spirit of God, given ro the Children of 1/rael, 
Neb. 9. 20: did nor acquaint them that Chriſt 
ſhould be born of *@ Virgin, nor much more of 
his Life antl Bodily TranſaFions ; therefore the 
Spirir of God jient. The like may 
be concluded againſt the Spiric in the Pro- 
phers: For *ris manifeſt from 4 Per. 1. 10, 11, 
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Anſw. That is boldly faid; Bur confide 
well : Moſes, ſays the vulgar Opipion, had 
thar Accaunt of the Creation, above Two 
Thouſand Years after ir, by Revelation, which 
we find in Genefs, _ Now that .there could 
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orSpirit,which is the Life of the Erernal, 
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have ſupplied "that Want: 'But inaſmuch as 
an Accounts extant, and therefore not need- 
ed, thar ObjcRion is vain. 

Again 'it does nor follow, becauſe every 
Man has.a Meaſure 'of Light to Inform and 
Rule him, that . therefore he muſt needs 
know all which that Light knows, or is 
able co-Reveal ro him. I return thar Argu- 
ment thus upon our' Adverfaries : They fay 
they have the Spiric of God'; Then they knew 
al that the Spirit of God knows, or can reveal 
to them : If the latter be abſurd, then the 
former. Again fay they, The Light within 
- yr pyny to the Gentiles, and that 
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Spirit of God, given ro the Children of 1/rael, 
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ſhould be born of *@ Virgin, nor much more of 
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' that the Spirit had not revealed to. all tell 


Prophets the Time of Chriſt's Appearangy 
and Sufferings :, Was the Spirit therefore a 
Inſufficient Rule to them ? But that which lh 
heavieſt upon our Oppolers is this, That the 
Scriptures by their own Argument, -are'; 
molt Inperfet# Account elves of what w 
done, not relating 'the part & 
things ; therefore as in not 
lating what « behind, as they would weakhy 
render the Light or Spirit in- not reveal 
ro every Individual thoſe things which az 
already paſt: Nay, they may as well i 
Inſufficiency -ro the Spirit, or the Lig 
within, in that it does not now all x 
ſhall be to the End of the World, which in thei 
roper Seaſons there will be a Neceſlity 
w, a5 to refle& Inſufficiency upon it,6 


1 


. 
« #\ 


becauſe ir did nor fore-tell things that arp 


now paſt unto former Ages, or needleſly Re 
veal them over again to us in this Ag 
Neither is Hiſtory, or can it be, the Rule & 
that Faith and Life we ſpeak of, which ar 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation ; whid 
is the Faith that God and not Hiſtory gives 
and that works not. by Hiſtory, but by 
and overcomes the World ; by which N 


Q 


0 


lions of Hiſtorical Believers are qvercome, and; 
wallow in the Spirit and PraQtice of : Andi 


the Rule muſt be anſwerable to the Natu 
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Conviction upon the. Conſcience ; which, 
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hey dye. 1gnorant of it, they. are not. re- 
Woonlible for not believing Pallages, 
s faith Biſhop Sanderſon. thing "ro PreleB. 4. 
re. Wy the Scriptures ought to be , Believed $- 21» 22+ 
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acre the Evangelicel Rule of Faith and Lite : 
For when Iifead, bclicve and witneſs them 
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0. Read, Underſtand, Believe and Witneſs 
em : Which being the Divine Light and 
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© that I may. learn to fpeak after them, * 
* they fay they be Sure, you knew what 
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the Intention of the Holy Ghoſt in many 
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fufion, Darkneſs and P. Controverſie, that 
now fo* lamenrably Peſters the World: In 
which State, for all rhe External Imitations 
of the Ancients in ſome temporaryiamd figu- 
rative Parts of Worſhip, I am to tel 
and that from the Spirit of the Lord God of 
all Truth, will never be Accepted. | 
The Utmoſt of that Literal Knowledge, 


Hiſtorical Faith, and Ourward Religion, is 
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laſt cry, Lord, Lord; Bur alas! They ſhall 
never enteny into the Reſt rhat hath 
reſerved- far" his *Regenerared and Redecmed 
Childten, For under fuch a Faith and Re- 
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it Logal, Formal, and jn the Old- 
t & the Lerrer, and Will-worſhipers, which 
tains not with God : In which State, nor 
he Wiſdom from above, but that which 
hm below, of the OWN Creature, is your 
; In it you read Scripture, Expound it, 
7, Preach, Sing ang Perfarm ab your 
Wuties ; and this is not ro walk according to Gal. 6.16, 
Rule of the Pew Creature ; bur in a 
wy Spirs to make a Goſpel- Profeſlion, the 
which, "ho Lord, I am to tell 
Wu, ill. be 6 Bed * Sorrew. Therefore Re- Prov.6. 
M0 2ot the Light "and Spirit within, bur 23 
im at the Reproof thereof,” thar you may | 
mc to walk in the Way of Life, Daily 
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* Arp not be miſunderſtood in what I 

| have writ of the Excellency and Prefer- 
ence of the Holy Spirit of God, as the firſt, 
chief and general Rule of Life and Practice, 
and as the infallible, and therefore the beſt 
Judge of Controverſy among Chriſtians ; as 
if I thereby. intended to leſſen or undervalue 
the divine Authority, or Service, of the 
bleſſed Scriptures of Truth, ſince we moſt 
heartily believe them to have been given 
forth from the ſame Holy Spirit, and are a 
Declaration of the Mind and Will of God ; 
and, as ſuch, are obliging upon all that 
have, and can have them, both in reference 
to Faith and Praftice: And we utterly 
diſclaim and renounce all Doctrines and 
Practices repugnant to them. 

But as the holy. Spirit gave them forth 
through Holy Men, fo without the Help of 
the Holy Spirit, they cannot be truly and 

ſpiritually underſtooa, by thoſe that read 
them, for their Edification and Comfort ; 
for that- which writ them can beſt apply 
them : Which is the Reaſon of that Prefer- 
ence we give to the Spirit of God, and of 
our preſſing People to take diligent Heed to 
the Manifeſtation of it, that they,may read, 
pray, praiſe, preach and live in the Spirit, to 
God's Glory and their eternal Comfort. 
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